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Mined Outputs of Gold and Silver from Spanish America and exports of gold and silver 

bullion to Seville (in kg. of fine metal, rounded to the nearest kg) 

 

Years Potosí 

silver 

output 

Zacatecas 

silver 

output 

Fine gold 

imports 

Fine 

silver 

imports 

Index of mined 

outputs (1591-

1600=100) 

1501-05   517   

1506-10   683   

1511-15   999   

1516-20   831   

1521-25   112 3  

1526-30   866 26  

1531-35   854 5,091  

1536-40   2,039 12,148  

1541-45   2,363 16,816  

1546-50   2,628 18,699  

1551-55 64,849  4,707 33,479  

1556-60 54,336 21,295 3,816 27,145 36.6 

1561-65 56,080 27,761 1,020 83,374 40.6 

1566-70 51,718 31,498 1,287 105,198 40.3 

1571-75 36,439 35,925 770 91,353 35 

1576-80 111,608 30,389 1,116 132,365 68.7 

1581-85 168.398 27,613 1,336 232,208 94.9 



1586-90 176,840 28,413 1,084 188,398 99.4 

1691-95 192,454 27,003 1,966 273,705 106.2 

1696-00 169,672 24,005 1,924 267,821 93.8 

1601-05 183,470 29,736 1,029 193,590 103.2 

1606-10 158,273 34,121 1,324 249,136 93.1 

1611-15 161,109 47,517 795 196,820 101 

1616-20 139,403 48,213 976 241,631 90.8 

1621-25 134,795 55,610 404 223,022 92.2 

1626-30 130,628 47,862 373 206,045 86.4 

1631-35 124,268 47,935 127 143,003 83.4 

1636-40 147,647 31,044 121 136,349 86.5 

1641-45 113,646 28,101 167 113,890 68.6 

1646-50 121,193 30,216 143 97,396 73.3 

 

Source:  John Munro, 'The monetary origins of the 'price revolution': South German silver 

mining, merchant-banking and Venetian commerce, 1470-1540', in Global connections and 

monetary history, 1470-1800, ed. by Dennis Flynn, Arturo Giráldez and Richard von Glahn 

(Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003), pp. 4-5, adapted. 

 


