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Estimated Tonnages of Naval Fleets in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 

 

A) Major Mediterranean Galley Navies, 1500-1650 (in 1,000 tonnes of galleys and 

galleasses owned by state navies) 

 1500 1520 1545 1570 1600 1630 1650 

Ottoman Empire 15/20 15/25 20/30 50/60 - 20/30 20/30 

Venice (20) (25) (30) (40) 30/40 25/30 (20) 

Spanish Monarchy - 2/3 7/9 18 15/20 12/15 10/14 

France (2) (2) 7 (4/7) (1) 2 12 

 

NB Figures in parentheses are highly approximate. Other figures indicate higher and lower 

estimates 

 

B) Major Sailing Navies, 1500-1650 (in 1,000 tonnes of overall displacement of sailing 

warships owned by state navies 

 1500 1520 1545 1570 1600 1630 1650 

England 5 14 15 14 27 31 49 

France 8/12 10/15 4/6 2/3 ? 27 21 

Denmark ? 6/10 7/9 16 12 19 22 

Sweden 0 0 9 21 25 17 28 

Spain ? ? ? 3 40/60 40/60 24/35 

Dutch Republic 0 0 0 0 15/25 40 29 



[Penguin History of Europe: Appendices for Blog – May 

2014]  2 

 

 

Venice 2/3 ? 1/3 3 ? ? ? 

 

[Source: Jan Glete, War and the state in Early Modern Europe.  Spain, the Dutch Republic 

and Sweden as Fiscal-Military States, 1500-1660 (London and New York: Routledge, 2002), 

p. 37] 

 


